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Motivation

1. Parliamentary data is interesting for many academic
disciplines

1. Political science
2. Sociology
3. (Socio)linguistics
4. Etc.

2. There is a considerable public interest in activities of 
parliaments and MPs

1. www.theyworkforyou.com
2. www.govtrack.us

3. All of them need easy and structured access to the 
parliamentary data

1. Standards and open access archiving is important

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
http://www.govtrack.us/


What we tried already

1. To date, our work mainly focused on
1. Parliamentary debate analysis

a. Manual extraction of textual data
b. Semi-automatic content analysis

2. Analysis of MP voting
1. Automatic extraction using web crawlers (messy data)
2. Statistical analysis (MDS, cluster analysis)
3. Applying machine learning algorithms for thematic classification of the 

titles of the bills

2. Several things were developed in the process
1. Prototype standard for archiving parliamentary data (general 

UML)
2. Description standard for debates (based on TEI)
3. Description standard for bios of MPs (local)
4. Description standard for voting data (local)
5. Description standard for election results data (local)
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Elections and election results



Applications

Debates are important, but extra-textual information 
(social-background of MPs, their voting behavior, 
sponsors etc.) is also crucial

1. Without extra-textual data use of textual data is 
limited

2. Need for standards for these data, too
1. Bios of MPs (including detailed positions in the parliament)

2. Voting behavior
3. Bill sponsorship
4. Election results

5. Etc.



Future ideas

1. We have chosen relational format vs flat, but XML-
based structure could be easier to use and share

2. It would be interesting to see the difference between 
different parliaments and whether it is possible to 
design generic scheme

3. Alignment of speeches and their transcripts would be 
interesting


