
AGGREGATING 
RESOURCES IN CLARIN
FAIR CORPORA OF HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS 
IN THE GERMAN TEXT ARCHIVE

ABOUT THE COLLECTION
Newspapers, though an important text type for the study 

of language, were not primarily part of the e� orts to build 

a corpus for the New High German language carried out by 

the Deutsches Textarchiv (German Text Archive, DTA) project. 

A� er the � nalization of the DTA core corpus, we started our 

e� orts to gather a newspaper corpus for the DTA based on di-

gital data from various sources. From the beginning, this work 

was done in the CLARIN-D context.

KEY FACTS ABOUT THE GERMAN 
TEXT ARCHIVE (DTA)
• Corpus of historical New High German prints

• Manual transcriptions or manually corrected OCR

• Similar encoding for interoperability (TEI P5 dialect DTABf)

• Growing collection; currently > 5000 documents (mostly vo-

lumes of scientic, functional or � ctional literature)

• Presentation, research and analysis platform

• Free licenses; download in various formats

COLLABORATION
Thanks to the willingness of external partners to pass on pro-

ject results and to their cooperation it was possible to gather 

a corpus of historical newspapers, adapt it to a homogeneous 

set of guidelines and o� er it to the community for free reuse.

Partners

• „The Complete Works of Marx and Engels“ (MEGA), long-

term edition project at BBAW Berlin

• Leibniz Institute for the German Language (IDS) in Mann-

heim, Department “Lexik“

• State- and University Library (SUB) Bremen

• Zurich University, Institute of Computational Linguistics 

(Text+Berg project)

• University of Paderborn, Dept. of German Linguistics

• University of Gießen, Department of German Linguistics

Plus ca. 15 persons over the years involved in the curation pro-

cess at DTA/BBAW.

TOWARDS INTEROPERABILITY: 
CURATION WORKFLOW AT DTA

Matthias Boenig, Susanne Haaf (Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities)

HARMONIZATION OF NEWSPA-
PER AND JOURNAL RESOURCES
The task of harmonizing newspapers from various sources 

and transferring them into one similar format is quite costly. 

Newspapers (esp. the newer ones) are extensively structured 

text types with many structural specialities to consider. For in-

stance, articles of a respective rubric (e.g. political news) may 

be interjected by other articles of di� erent rubrics (e.g. the 

feuilleton) or they may be continued in a later issue.

At some point during our e� orts to gather corpora of histori-

cal newspapers we de� ned a TEI tagset as a subset of the TEI 

format DTABf, to suit the special necessities of newspapers. 

This way, we were able to ensure homogeneous TEI tagging 

across the named newspaper corpora.

Example: Connecting discontinuous articles in DTABf

CORPORA

Newspapers

• „Aviso. Relation oder Zeitung“: 51 issues, 1609

• „Neue Rheinische Zeitung“ (NRhZ): 301 issues plus supple-

ments (531 documents), 1848/49

• „Staats- und Gelehrte Zeitung des hamburgischen unparthey-

ischen Correspondenten“ and its predecessors: 204 issues, 

1712–1848

• „Mannheimer Korpus Historischer Zeitungen und Zeitschrif-

ten“ (MKHZ, 2019): 888 issues of 27 newspapers

Journals

• „Die Grenzboten“, 311 volumes, 1841–1921 

• „Jahrbuch des Schweizer Alpenclubs“ from Text+Berg corpus, 

209 volumes, 1864–(1900)/2015

CONTACT & FURTHER READING
Matthias Boenig, boenig@bbaw.de

Susanne Haaf, haaf@bbaw.de

Platform DTA: http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de

TEI format DTABf: http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/

basisformat

Further reading: Fiechter et al. 2019; Haaf/Schulz 2014 (see: 

http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/publikationen)


