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Dutch Veterans Interview Project



Dutch Veterans Interview Project 

(IPNV)

An initiative of the Veterans Institute in Doorn (NL)

Conducted from 2007 to 2011

1000 digitally recorded life-story interviews

From a representative number of veterans deployed in 

all conflicts and military missions involving the 

Netherlands (1940-2011)



Post Yugoslav

Voices



Post Yugoslav Voices

A series of initiatives of Erasmus Studio 

Aim: applying innovative search technology in digital 

recorded oral history

Collections of video interviews with victims of war and 

detention in the Balkan region 

From the Second World War until the dissolution of 

Yugoslavia in the 1990s



Oorlogsliefdekind / War Love Child 



Oorlogsliefdekind / 

War Love Child

An online community around a sensitive subject:

children fathered by Dutch military during the 

decolonization war with Indonesia (1945-1949)

Contact people who contribute their stories to the platform, 

visit them and interview them

Create possibility for family finding

Organize meeting for community in museum







19th century

–Two century of printing

–Expansion of written sources...

written source supersedes oral source









War and

Conflict

Human     

Rights

Abuses

Migration

Political

Movements

Minorities

Customs and

traditions

Elite, 

Celebreties

Professions

Health Care Daily Lives





Characteristics of the oral history narrative 

Narrative

structure: 

organisation of 

the narrive

Orality: tone, 

rythm, volume, 

Subjectiveness

Performance; setting, 

division of roles, style of 

speech

Co-creation, 

collaborative

process

Changing memory: 

relation individual

and collective 

memory



journalism

social 
sciences

history

psychology

Uses of the oral history 
narrative

community 
building

folklore 
language 

studies

phonetics 



Oral source is seen as 

complementary and equal to textual

source

- Social history, give ‘voice’ to underprivileged groups

in society

- Corroborate evidence, no editing, recording is 

preserved

- Truth? Reliability? Reconstructing facts and events?





Gen. Julian Thompson
Military oral historian and commander of a brigade in the Falklands war



Oral source is considered as a 

different genre 

- Under the influence of The Cultural Turn oral history
interviews are more and more seen as an interactive
process of attributing meaning to events

– Inclusion of rithm, tone, volume, prosody

– ‘What is factually wrong can be psychologically true’

– Subjectivity is the most valuable information

– Truth and reliability become irrelevant?



Allessandro PortelliAlessandro Portelli

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3vY1w9Yb50&ebc=ANyPxKqWdJtmjtSppP28in8OIrMeG6zfD4e--RhkQHNUTsHqveD9ZA9zSZOo_8a2rY1JFpY5y5qp07AvinhwaFzXfNlcuXaelg




Transition in Oral History

–the digital age

–the social community future...

the digital revolution

text

1900

web media 

2000

digital audio 
and video

1990

digital audio

1970

real to real 
recorder

1950

cassette

1960



1. What is the added value of Digital  Oral History 

Archives?

LINK - how to connect to other archives? 

Automatic linking by letting your material being

indexed and linked to other sources

CONNECT - exploting the potential to internact

with community – activate, empower

ANALYSE – exploit multidisciplinary potential of 

source with digital tools



www.croatianmemories.org

References to events in wikipedia

List of missing persons

Newsreels of Croatian Media

LINK

http://www.croatianmemories.org


Oorlogsliefdekind / War Love Child 

An online community around a sensitive subject:

children fathered by Dutch military during the 

decolonization war with Indonesia (1945-1949)

Contact people who contribute their stories to the 

platform, visit them and interview them

Create possibility for family finding

Organize meeting for community in museum

CONNECT



ANALYSE multiple layers 

(video)-oral sources have multiple layers of meaning and are 

suited for multidisciplinary research, experiences, language, 

meaning, events, emotion, sound, bodily expression



Emotion detection

visualisation of terms sighs and silences

Frequency of 

positive and

negative terms



Example of re-use of qualitative data

RESEARCH FIELDS: 
Discourse Analysis, Psychology,

Theology, History, Anthropology, 

25 transcribed interviews are the basis 

for a series of publications each from a 

different discipline

Wat Veteranen Vertellen 

(What Veterans Tell) 



Multidisciplinary workshop Balkan 

Voices

Assessment of the potential of video oral history

RESEARCH FIELDS:
History, Social Psychology, Narrative Psychology, 

Automatic Human Behavior Analysis, 

Law, Sociology, Translation Studies, Discourse Analysis, Human 

Rights Studies





Which tools do you need for

which phase of the research 

process?



Op weg naar e-Humanities: ontsluiting van en linkage

tussen (av en tekst) databestanden 

Capgroep Geschiedenis, maandag 23 januari 2012

opening up 

archives: tools 

for structuring

meta data, for

identifying

material, for

translation



Op weg naar e-Humanities: ontsluiting van en linkage

tussen (av en tekst) databestanden 

Capgroep Geschiedenis, maandag 23 januari 2012

Tools for conversion, 

for annotation, for

collaboration,  for

aggregation of  data,  

for pattern recognition,   



Op weg naar e-Humanities: ontsluiting van en linkage

tussen (av en tekst) databestanden 

Capgroep Geschiedenis, maandag 23 januari 2012

Tools for presentation: for

visualisation, for enhanced

publication, open peer review, 

crowdsourcing, 



Op weg naar e-Humanities: ontsluiting van en linkage

tussen (av en tekst) databestanden 

Capgroep Geschiedenis, maandag 23 januari 2012

Tools for curation and re-use



Clio is asking us: WHAT’S NEXT? 


