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Language 

Resource

Switchboard

• for given resource, LRS suggests web-based tools 

• users can invoke applicable tool by simple click

• relevant information forwarded to tool in question

• switchboard has achieved its task, it does no more

• standalone and integrated with VLO

• integration with FCS and VCR in progress



Collaborative Data Infrastructure



• Having CLARIN make use of the EUDAT infrastructure

• increase data privacy in switchboard by using r/MPCDF/B2DROP

• Have EUDAT users profit from the CLARIN infrastructure

• from B2DROP to CLARIN to increase visibility of CLARIN tool space 

Goals



B2DROP as back-end storage 

for switchboard



Switchboard

Switchboard

Standalone Environment



Passing file to switchboard

• file uploaded on file upload 

server at MPCDF, because 

processing tools need access to 

resources

• but limited disk space

• more serious: little access 

control

http://ws1-clarind.esc.rzg.mpg.de/drop-off


Steps:

• installed local instance of B2DROP

• registered designated user account, ‘switchboard’

• any upload  transferred to this B2DROP account

• ‘switchboard’ creates shared link, expires after 24h

• shared link passed to processing tool

Better, allow users with existing B2DROP account to use 
their account for management of file uploads

but tools that process data still store it somewhere

B2DROP as alternative to MPCDF



B2DROP as bridge from 

EUDAT to CLARIN





FCS interface 



VCR interface 



• new entry point to the CLARIN world 

• politically/strategically important

• bringing EUDAT and CLARIN closer together

• new users from ‘outside’

• new requirements

• greater visibility & impact

• added comfort to CLARIN users 

From B2DROP to LRS





• Technically, LRS plugin inspired from existing 
B2SHARE plugin for B2DROP

• plugins require installation by https://b2drop.eudat.eu
admins; but will B2DROP admins support switchboard 
plugin?

• intermediate steps: 

• CLARIN sets up its own Nextcloud-based cloud with 
the LRS plugin (and other plugins)

• CLARIN asks EUDAT to set-up a community-specific 
B2DROP instance (just for CLARIN users, with the 
plugin)

From B2DROP to LRS

https://b2drop.eudat.eu/




Discussion

• making use of B2DROP is a good thing

• switchboard makes it easy to connect resources with tools 

• often, resources behind walled garden, access restrictions apply

• limited access causes LRS problems; LRS standalone can help

• user delegation must be addressed, e.g., 

• user logs into switchboard via Shibboleth

• user can access all tools

• tools can access all data

• tools can write all processing results to user’s cloud space



The End




