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Research problems

1. Doxa in everyday discourse? 
2. Transformation of rhetoric from 1800s to

today



How can big data help us understand 
the history of rhetoric?

1. Large scale patterns: increase of interest in 
certain rhetorical topics (distant reading)

2. Conceptual change (‘rhetoric’ vs. 
‘eloquence’)

3. Rhetorical practices (metaphorical 
stereotypes)

4. Attitudes toward ‘eloquence’ (close reading)



’Korp’ in The Swedish Language Bank
1. Context view



’Korp’ in The Swedish Language Bank
2. Trend graph from the statistical data



’Korp’ in The Swedish Language Bank
3. Word picture



Kubhist

Daily newspapers
ca. 1750–1930

Size: 72 730 509 
sentences



1. Large scale patterns: increase of interest 
in certain rhetorical topics 

(distant reading)



’politics’ and ’democracy’



debatt; föreläsning (’lecture’); agitation; 
deklamation



2. Conceptual change: 
Eloquence vs. Rhetoric 1880-1910



2. Conceptual change: 
Eloquence vs. Rhetoric 1990-2015



Most common atributes to ”vältalighet”
(’eloquence’) 1800-1920s 



3. Rhetorical practices:
Topical readings of the word ’eloquence’

• Genre: ‘parliamentary’, ‘spiritual’, ‘political’, ‘Roman’, 
‘academic’, ‘marital’

• Truthfulness and naturalness: ‘real’, ‘true’, ‘right’
etc; ’manly’, ’natural’, ‘artless’, ‘unpretentious’, 
‘simple’

• Conceptual metaphors: ‘fiery’, glowing, burning’
(eloquence is fire); ‘flowing’, ‘fluent’, ‘pouring’
(eloquence is water)

• Other: ‘mute’, ‘normal’, ‘mighty’, ‘great’, ‘irresistible’, 
‘bold’



4. Attitudes toward ’eloquence’
(Close reading)

• Positive values
• Attitudes toward gender
• Attitudes toward eloquence as an art
• Attitudes toward eloquence: from one heart 

to another
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