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 KNAB (1/2) 

•  Geographical names from Estonia (43916 
named features) and abroad (98565) 

•  Study and standardization of geographical 
names by providing data on their historical and 
modern use 

•  Named features include populated places, 
administrative units, streets, roads, manor 
houses, farms, natural features, etc. 

•  Compiled over period of two decades 



 KNAB (2/2) 

•  References to  
•  GeoNames 
•  Estonian Land Board map application 
•  National Place Names Register 

•  Free use (quote the source) 
•  Contact Peeter.Pall@eki.ee 





 Estonian Place Names Dictionary 
•  One-volume dictionary based on earlier 

research (ca 50% of names to be researched/
updated) 

•  Mainly for wide audience but useful also for 
linguists, historians, local researchers, 
ethnographs, etc. 
– etymologies, historical name forms 
– pronunciation (prosody, palatalization), local forms 
– name variants, inclding in other languages 
– administrative data, etc. 
 





Card indexes 
•  Place names card index at the Institute of the 

Estonian Language 
•    540,615 cards arranged by parish and alphabetically  
•  names gathered on field trips since the 1920s 
•  data on local name usage: pronunciation, use of 

locative cases, descriptions of the place, text samples 

•  uneven representation of data, duplicates and 
contradictions 

•  scanned and put online for browsing 
•  textual data being extracted and added to database 
•  to be linked to KNAB 







Overview & links 
•  Place names database KNAB 

http://www.eki.ee/knab/knab.htm 

•  GeoNames http://www.geonames.org/ 

•  Estonian Land Board map application 
http://xgis.maaamet.ee/xGIS/XGis 

•  National Place Names Register 
http://xgis.maaamet.ee/knravalik/ 

•  Estonian Place Names Dictionary 

•  Card indexes http://heli.eki.ee/kohanimed/ 


