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Oral History Collections

• Biographical interviews
• Audiovisual narrative data
• Results of a (hidden) dialogue
• Personal testimonies

• Qualitative data samples
• Editions of multimedial texts
• Spoken language corpora
• Cultural heritage

Audiovisual Narrative Data
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Center for Digital Systems (CeDiS)
Oral History Collections

www.vha.fu-berlin.de

www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de
www.lernen-mit-interviews.de

www.refugeevoices.fu-berlin.de

www.zeugendershoah.de

590 audio and video interviews,
transcribed, translated, indexed

53.000 video interviews indexed, 
950 transcribed

150 video interviews, 
transcribed

90 video interviews, 
transcribed, translated, indexed

www.occupation-memories.org

3.000 audio and video interviews, 
transcribed, 40 online

deutsches-gedaechtnis.
fernuni-hagen.de

4.500 video interviews,
indexed

http://dbis.ur.de/detail.php?titel
_id=102366&bib_id=fub

Shoah Foundation
Visual History Archive

Forced Labor 1939-1945

Refugee Voices

Memories of the
Occupation in Greece

Archiv „Deutsches Gedächtnis“

Fortunoff Video Archive for
Holocaust Testimonies

http://www.vha.fu-berlin.de/
http://www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de/
http://www.lernen-mit-interviews.de/
http://www.refugeevoices.fu-berlin.de/
http://www.zeugendershoah.de/
http://www.occupation-memories.org/
http://deutsches-gedaechtnis.fernuni-hagen.de/
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Center for Digital Systems (CeDiS)
Oral History Collections

• Transcriptions, Translations, Annotations (2008 -)
• Online Archive (Backend and Frontend) (2009 -)
• DVD and Teachers‘ Manual (2010 -)
• Online Learning Environments in German, Czech, Russian … (2016 -)
• Teacher Trainings (2010 -)

• Transcriptions, DVD Series, Platform, High School Seminars (2008 -) 
• University Seminars (2006 -) and Teacher Trainings (2011 -)
• Online Learning Environment with Other Collections (2016 -)

• Integration in Library Catalogue (2012)

• Whole Process from Recording to Online Archive (2016 -) Memories of the 
Occupation in Greece
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Webseite

Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945

www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de

http://www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de/
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The Interview Collection
Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945

• 590 Interviews, 3,5 hours length, conducted 2005/2006

• 25 Languages
(120 Russian, 70 Polish, 40 Czech, 40 English)

• Civilian forced laborers, prisoners of war, concentration
camp prisoners, forgotten victim groups

• 400 German translations

• Time-coded transcripts and translations

• Indexing, annotations, short biographies, tables of contents

• Photos and documents
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945
Curation Process

• Digitization of audio and video tapes
• Lecturing transcripts (controlling all material)
• Segmentation / Alignment (insert time-codes)
• Translation (25 languages into German)
• Indexation (places, camps, factories, 

persons, segment-based)
• Tables of contents (chapters, sub-chapters)
• Annotations (free-text remarks)
• Short biographies
• Photo captions
• Extracting filmed photos
• English and Russian archive versions
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945
Registration

Access within 
two days

www.zwangsarbeit-
archiv.de
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Search by categories
and full text search
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945
Subtitles and Full Text Search through Time-coded Transcripts

Revolving subtitles in 
the original language 
and in German 
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945
Biography and Table of Contents

Narrative Structure 
with Clickable 
Chapters



12Dr. Cord Pagenstecher

Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945
User‘s Workbook

Save searches, tag 
interviews
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945
Mapping: Birth places, Camps, Companies

Geocoding, 
Visualisation

http://www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de/sammlung/karte/index.html
http://www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de/sammlung/karte/index.html
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945
Identifying Camps and Companies

… c’è già pronto un motoscafo tutto per noi, 
che parte a velocità sostenuta e si ferma 
davanti a una costruzione grande …
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945
Users

• Over 8.000 registered users
• About 100 new registrations every month

• 25 % Academia (research and teaching)
• 25 % Education (teachers, students, memorials)
• 25 % Family research (grandparents were - or had - forced laborers)
• 25 % General public (journalists, filmmakers etc.)



16Dr. Cord Pagenstecher

Learning with Interviews
Online Applications for Schools

www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de
www.lernen-mit-interviews.de

http://www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de/
http://www.lernen-mit-interviews.de/
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www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de
www.lernen-mit-interviews.de

http://www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de/
http://www.lernen-mit-interviews.de/
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https://nucenaprace.cz/
https://obuchenie-na-osnove-intervyu.org
… 

https://lernen-mit-interviews.de/

Learning with Interviews
German, Czech, Russian, Polish, Dutch …

https://nucenaprace.cz/
https://obuchenie-na-osnove-intervyu.org/
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„Erinnerungen an die Okkupation in Griechenland “
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Oral History Collections

• Automatic Speech Recognition and Forced Alignment
• Comparative studies and cross-collection search
• Corpus linguistics and conversation analysis
• Audio/video analysis etc.

Digital Perspectives
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National and gender-specific patterns of remembrance
„Sabotage“
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945, 2006

Visual History Archive, 1998

Cross-Collection Search
About one person
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Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945, 2006

Narration or Dialogue?
Interviewer Questions
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Performativity
Direct Speech

1998: 100 times

So, she asked me to play something.

2006: 320 times

And she gave me a cello and said: ”Play something”. 
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Audio/Video Analysis
Gestures, silences, interaction

Anita Lasker-Wallfisch, 
Zwangsarbeit 1939-1945, 2006
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Curating and Analyzing Oral History Collections

www.cedis.fu-berlin.de

www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de

www.vha.fu-berlin.de

www.zeugendershoah.de

www.refugeevoices.fu-berlin.de

www.lernen-mit-interviews.de

www.nucenaprace.cz

www.prinuditelnyj-trud-archiv.org

www.occupation-memories.org

deutsches-gedaechtnis.fernuni-hagen.de

Center for Digital Systems (CeDiS)

http://www.cedis.fu-berlin.de/
http://www.zwangsarbeit-archiv.de/
http://www.vha.fu-berlin.de/
http://www.zeugendershoah.de/
http://www.refugeevoices.fu-berlin.de/
http://www.lernen-mit-interviews.de/
http://www.nucenaprace.cz/
http://www.prinuditelnyj-trud-archiv.org/
http://www.occupation-memories.org/
http://deutsches-gedaechtnis.fernuni-hagen.de/
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