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Lärka Overview

• ICALL platform developed at CLARIN B Center 
Språkbanken

https://spraakbanken.gu.se/larka
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Lärka Overview

• ITG (Borin and Saxena, 2004)

• A system architecture for ICALL (Volodina et al., 2012)

• Lärka
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Lärka Overview

• Openly available web-based tool

• Builds on a variety of existing SWE-CLARIN language 
resources such as 
- Korp for querying corpora (Borin et al., 2012)

- Karp for querying lexical resources (Borin et al., 2013)

- language technology tools

• Service-oriented architecture
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Lärka for learning and teaching

• Two target learner groups:
- students of (Swedish) linguistics

- second/foreign language learners

• Automatically generated exercises based on real-life 
authentic language examples from corpora
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Exercises for linguists

• Exercises for linguistic analysis of
- word classes

- syntactic relations

- semantic roles

• Immediate automatic feedback

• Option to send a log to a teacher and students
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Exercises for linguists

• Two levels (beginner and intermediate), semantic roles 
one level

• Three modes: 
- self-study

- diagnostic test

- test
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Lärka in practice

• Used in Introductions to grammar and linguistics in 
Sweden and Finland (Volodina et al., 2014; Lindström
Tiedemann et al., 2016)

• Labb sessions with teacher

• Discussion of results with fellow students

• Perceived value of platform 

• Use in the future
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Exercises for language learners

• Vocabulary multiple-choice

• Inflection multiple-choice

• WordGuess

• Liwrix
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Lärka as research infrastructure

• Collection of data from learners

• Annotation of textbooks

• Experimentation and visualization of ongoing research
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Corpus example selection

• HitEx (Pilán et al., 2017)

https://spraakbanken.gu.se/larka/hitex

• Find suitable sentences for learners from corpora
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Text complexity prediction

• Texteval

https://spraakbanken.gu.se/larka/texteval

• Assess texts according to CEFR
- Learner productions (essays)

- Expert-written texts (reading material)
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Lexical complexity prediction

• Siwoco (Alfter and Volodina, 2018)

https://spraakbanken.gu.se/larka/siwoco

• Lexical complexity prediction of single words
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Annotation editor 

• XML markup of textbooks

https://spraakbanken.gu.se/larka/editor
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Ongoing and future work

• Diagnostic placement test

• New exercise formats

• Login and logging of more specific user data
- L1-specific errors

- Learner development over time

- Adaptive exercises
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Conclusion
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Lärka for learning
and teaching: 

Re-use existing
SWE-CLARIN 
resources

Output from ongoing 
projects: SweLL
project (Volodina et 
al., 2016)

Lärka as 
infrastructure for 
research in L2/LCR

Into the future:

SweLL and L2 
Profiles
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Thank you for your attention!

CLARIN Annual conference, 10 October 2018, Pisa, Italy 36

Questions?


