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BACKGROUND

The Latvian Saeima debate corpus (http://saeima.korpuss.lv/) [1] represents a spe-
cial field inthe use of language — a political discourse, which includes all the words
that members of parliament (MP), ministers and other members of the Saeima
session have said on the podium since 1993. The instrument for the analysis of
corpus of parliamentary debates in Latvian Saeima was created on the bases of
transcripts collected from parliamentary sessions during the period of 25 years
(respective, 5th-12th Saeimas after regained independence). Totaling over 13 mil-
lion words, it offers a convenient set of tools that can be used for parliamentary
discourse research (addressing the research of individual sessions, parliamen-
tary term, parties, personalities, age, or gender speeches).

METHODS

The possibilities of the Saeima debate corpus are exa-
mined in four research works (with application of critical
discourse analysis)

Show how to critically analyze parliamentary discourse
using Saeima debate corpus.

RESULTS

Using the data of four research projects, showed many
different uses of language of power in the parliamen-
tary discourse.

The annotations contain lemma, part of speech, morphological features and
syntactic dependencies according to the Universal Dependencies standard for-
mat. Texts are automatically tokenized, lemmatized and morphologically analyzed
and tagged using CMM based tagger. Syntactic dependencies are inferred by
neural transition-based dependency parser trained on Latvian Universal Depen-
dencies corpus version 2.1[2].

CONCSLUSIONS

Saeima debate corpus is a vast and useful resource not
only for political discourse research — it can also be ap-
plied to analytical journalism to prepare for an interview
with a specific MP, check a theory about the process of
Implementing a policy or some other political process,
or to accurately create an assertion, and avoid demago-
gic generalizations.

Theresearch work in the cabinet is aimed at obtaining concordances — key words
or combinations of words that quote whole sentences or parts where they are
used. Additionally, statistics on commonly used word combinations are acquired.
The program also allows you to see the name of the neighborhood, in the context
of the use of a particular word, which is essential for defining word connections
and typical word combinations.

The parliamentary debate corpus applies not only to
scientific research — it is also a useful tool in analytical
journalism.

Analysis of the speeches
e of politicians about re-
sisting the initiative of environ-
mental activists to abandon
the use of wildlife in a circus.
Politicians argue their view in
media, referring to the natio-

Doctor-MPs power of language study finds that physicians of Latvian parliament in their poli-
e tical debates use the same discursive structure of language (the language of power), which is
used for communication with a patient; have taken over medical and healthcare topics and domina-
te them; self-identify with their professional group and use this identification as a tool during argu-
ments. (3, 4)

Saeima corpus analysis — data collection Saeima corpus content analysis -

Table 1. data summary
A summary of data used in this study — in the parliamentary discourse on medical nal tradition, but in the analysis
sectors Comparison between physician and other politician involve- o
o arllamentary speeches, the
Sector Number of physician’s The number of speeches between Physicians, ment in discussions about healthcare. p . y. p .’
eCio speeches (total) deputies, MPs, government officials (total) % 3,0 Word “Cll"CUS” IS used Wlth COoONnN-
Diabetes 8 40 20
Cardiology 10 49 20 tempt. (4)
Onkology 13 84 15 2,5
Infectology 16 85 19
Sexually T itted : :
e 17 o1 19 2,0 How do MPs use (and think!) the word “cir-
Gynecology 51 203 25 Part of cus™?
Family medicine 63 333 19 total 1,5 This word appears in Saeima corpus 141 times,
Hospitals 141 975 14 number of . . n .
Total 319 1860 - speeches, out of which only 24 times it's used to discuss
et % legislation.
All entries in the 10 996 297 954 6 1,0 9
database Examples:
Part of the total, 59 07 o
per cent (%) ! ! 0,5 government is like a flea CIRCUS and the cur-
rent government leader — his government is like
Physician-patient language of power use in parliamentary 0,0 a flea circus where all the fleas jump in different

physician’s speeches directions. (6.1.97)

B Physician-parliamentarians ll Other members of the government

Table 2. trying to turn parliamentary sessions into a place
A summary of data used in this study - in the parliamentary discourse on medical dealing with relations, and that is looking like a
sectors CIRCUS. (30.4.02)

Identification with a professional group

Physicians-parliamentarians

How much funds we will provide, that much we will be able to help the ill.
This hall also has a member of the parliament who has such
a corona angioplasty.

Even now, already patients are being helped by treating cancer, diabetes,
hemophilia, phenylketonuria and even myocardial infarction.
Allocations for free medicines, which must be in accordance with the Cabinet
of Ministers regulations, are not foreseen in the budget, and this has caused

And now, when you lied to your voters, you want
to stop the CIRCUS that was truthfully cultivated
within your coalition. (24.1.13)

,2Helping” form Parliamentarians-

non-physicians

Technical language . o . . . :
9Had Observation: the word “circus” is used to descri-

be something as uncouth — an ugly environment
filled with conflict; circus is made to be related to

,Biomechanical

language” considerable tension between citizens and doctors, as the possibilities to . . . .
receive free medicines in accordance with the Cabinet regulations are limited ... absurdity or caricature, never referring to it as a
rony What has caused bloating for the number of jobs? Maybe we need a cool valuable tradition (which is different than the re-

breeze of wind but, as a doctor, | prescribe an enema.
For all those who want to see this problem first-hand, | strongly urge you to visit
the lung surgery department of Pauls Stradins Hospital,.

| think it would be better to say that this increase in wages is necessary not for

presentation of circus in the media).

221228

“I am a medical professor, |

,Friendly convincing”

Query cirks 114 (5.47 per million) €)
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1993_09_09.txt_seq260

Guards of the “Honorable medical corypha-

Batiba tas , kas pasreiz Seit notiek - Sie cirks , es citadi to nosaukt nevaru , - ir tikai

InStltUth n d OCtO rS b Ut fOr O LI r peO p I e. . . 1993_09_09.txt_seq533 Batiba tas , kas pasreiz Seit notiek - Sie cirks , es citddi to nosaukt nevaru , - ir tikai
. . . « orc a9 - — . |ea d a | a rg e Cl I n IC a n d I h ave e u SeS ’ I a S k th at yo u d O n Ot 1994_01_27.txt_seq79 ar Rubiku . T3 jau nav tiesa , tas jau ir cirks . Ja bitu otradi - ja Rubiks bdtu pie varas
POlntlng OUt A perSOn WhO USGS phrases ||ke Syph”lSt ’ Syph”ISt InJeCthn fOr 100 |atS per . . . . 1994 _02_03.txt_seqgb21 Starpsaucieni no zdles : “ Bet ko tad darit ? Tas ir cirks ! ™ ) Televizija vl bis . N& , es vienigi
. . . 9 . . . cre e - 1994 03 _03.txt_seq86 aizstavibas runas . To varétu klasificét par tadu cirku visas Latvijas zemniecibas prieksa , jo
inaccuracies piece”, of course, is not endowed with meaningful mental capabilities. repeatedly particiaped in ho teach us like students. Do not R R T T e e
. . ’ . e ° M o 1994 _04_20_a.txt_seq93 par jaunu vélreiz . M&s nespé&lésim Seit cirku beigas . Paldies par uzmanibu . Debatés
ROle Of GOd I addreSS yOU dlreCtly. I aSk yOU tO ||Sten, Madam, beCa USG I m telllng yOU! Spltal CommISSIOn WOrk, and | Sta rt |eCtur|ng here Or Spread 1994 _09_15.txt_seqb1 nelautu Latvijas politikai parversties par cirku , kas neizb&gami notiks , ja Saeima nespés
. . . . . 1994_09_15.txt_seqb1 teiks , ka Saeima - ta ir tada plapatave , cirks , ka ta nav politika , kas vajadziga tautai
HOW mUCh dld one patlent pay fOI’ the treatment, and hOW mUCh IS |t I’]OW? HOW Wa nt to Say the fO”OWlng”.” . your propaganda 1994_09_15.txt_seq83 mitinu ! Kostandas kungs to nosauca par cirku . Es saku , ta ir demokratija , tadé| més
1994_09_15.txt_seq83 tadé| més te runajam , tad&é| mums te nav cirka un m&s méginam nokl|at kaut kada jédziga

much did they pay for ineffective medicines, Russian antibiotics and so on,
and how much now? And how long is it nowadays with a stomach ulcer in a
hospital?
Sasha! Sorry, Mr GolubovV!

1994_12_21.txt_seq359
1995_03_01_a.txt_seq4d9
1995_03_01_a.txt_seqg56
1995_07_20(19)_as.txt_seq2b
1996_02_08.txt_seq541
1996_03_21.txt_seq272
1996_11_14(13).txt_seqdb
1996_11_14(13).txt_seq283
1996_12_05_a.txt_seq130
1997_01_16.txt_seq26
1997_01_16.txt_seqb

uztur savu priekilikumu par tedtra , kino, cirka izrdZu , valsts subsidéto koncertdarbibu

Issue initiation

studentiem , radoiajiem darbiniekiem , piem&ram , cirka maksliniekiem , baletdejotdjiem . Arf viss

piedavajam , ka atseviskam profesijam , ka cirka maksliniekiem , baletdejotajiem , kuri
. Te pieklaujas miziki un te pieklaujas cirka makslinieki . Es zinu , ka likuma tas tiks
, ka mums Seit ir jas&Z un jaskatds tas cirks , ka likums ir , grécinieks ir , bet tas

Usage of first person speech in physician-MP speeches,
and the response reaction

uzurpé€ visu saja valsti un taisa apkart tadu cirku ,

un v&l neapmierinati rdc , kad kads viniem

Addressing

tas galvenokart skar zoologiskos darzus un cirkus , kuri varétu iegadaties Sos dzivniekus

kas vinai batu bijis ipaSuma , un par kadu cirku tas parvérstos . Lidz ar to , pienemot

varam sadali . Bet , ja jus gribat $8du cirku taldk - lGdzu , turpindsim ! Bet , ja més
Iigerists , - valdiba jau ir tikai tads blusu cirks , un 3is valdibas vaditajs , ta valdiba
vaditdjs , ta valdiba atgadina vairak blusu cirku , kur 3is blusas lec katra uz savu pusi
1997_01_30(29).txt_seq563
1997_02_13.txt_seq30
1997_03_24.txt_seq196
1997_06_05(04).txt_seq332
1997_06_19(18).txt_seq363
1997_06_19(18).txt_seql012
1997_06_19(18).txt_seq1012
1997_10_02.txt_seq603 nepietika jau vienreiz ar Prezidenta vél&3anu “ cir
1997_10_02.txt_seqbt03 Pre
1997_10_23.txt_seq98
1997_11_20.txt_seqb3
1997_11_20.txt_seq232
1997_11_20.txt_seq232
1997_11_20.txt_seq234
1997_11_20.txt_seq234
1997_11_20.txt_seq237
1997_11_20.txt_seq237
1997_12_04_a.txt_seqd
1997_12_11-1.txt_seq529
1998_02_19_a.txt_seq58
1998_03_19.txt_seq359
1998_03_26.txt_seql52

paradoksala situacija . Tad bds atkal tas pats © cirks °, ko m&s esam kadreiz jau dzird&jusi

5% bailes ? Kops b&rnibas man ir paticis cirks , bet visvairak - tigeru dresétaji . Es

. 1964, gada iestdjusies Maskavas Valsts cirka un estrades skold . Stradajusi no 1969.
Kartibas rulli, lai atkal nebdtu tada ™ cirka °, kads te Sodien sdksies atkal pulksten
debaté&tdju ... Cienijamie kolégi ! Tadu cirku , kads paslaik notiek misu s&dé& , es neesmu
sodien sastradajusi ! M&s sastradajam ° cirku " ar B&glu konvenciju , kura ir absoldti

konvenciju , kura ir absolati absurda , un cirka veida més Seit iebalsojam , ka més to Sodien

2 While carrying out a comparative analysis of the discursive claims against the state, it was

e found that in the parliamentary discourse the concept of state is vague. However, it is of-

ten compared to the parents, mother, or owner, attributing paternal function. Although in the topi-
cal use of the word «state» it does not frequently form a phrase together with the word «welfare»,
the expectations of the state as the «caregivers» (parents, host, fund manager, or fair distributor of
shares) especially in the speeches of politicians, can be communicative about the aforementioned
signs of a welfare state crisis. (5)

u ™. Nu tad turpindsim cirku un priecasimies

FFidF LA

zidenta vél&sanu “ cirku " . Nu tad turpindsim cirku un priecasimies par tautiesiem no arzemém

cilvékiem vieta bdtu nevis parlamenta , bet cirka . Godatie deputati un Prezidija locekli

pazaudé&t . Vai jums neskiet , ka tas ir cirks ? Man visskumjakais liekas tas , ka par

pirmo dalu ar 8. punktu $3da redakcija - “ cirka makslas " . Jateic , ka cirks varétu attiekties

redakcija - “ cirka makslas ™ . Jateic , ka cirks varétu attiekties uz dejas makslu , bet
ievérotas visas kultlras apaksnozares . Cirka maksla Latvija ir veca maksla , un ta ar?
deputatus Sodien balsot par to, lai arT cirka makslu ietilpindtu ieksa 5aja pantd , ka
- un tiesi $adas nozarés . Jautdjuma par cirku (un ne tikai ) ir arf daudzas citas nozares
tada zina , ka tedtra maksla , piem&ram , cirks ir ieklaujams , ja tas ir projekts , jo
vairakuma parstavjiem - neparveértisim to par cirku ! Tas ir redls jautdjums . M&s , opozicija
neglito izskatu drzemés , kur pasi esam to cirku radijusi ? Sie ir divi jautdjumi , kas
variants ! Un tapéc es nesaprotu , kas te par cirku vispar notiek ! ( Starpsauciens : “ Vai
uzvedumus , kadi mums Seit ir , jo nav

viniem pat kodus nevaru dabat . Netaisisim cirku un nerakstisim ieksa tadas lietas , ko

k
k
k
sédét un ilgstosi klausities varbat Sos cirka
k
1998_04_30_a.txt_seql6 k
1998_05_27.txt_seq86 k
1998_06_11(10).txt_seq342
1998 _10_21_a.txt_seq’74
2000_05_05_a.txt_seqb

2001_05_03.txt_seq25
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klaunadei . Klaunu uzstasanas , ja ta notiek cirka aréni, ir grita , cienijama un liela maksla

ka visi deputati prot taisit tikai stulbu cirku Seit . Mums ir nopietni temati prieksa
Talak . Tas viss sodien tiek parvérsts par cirka izradi . CienTjamas damas un kunegi ! Tiek
no visiem citiem . Es domaju , ka sadu “ cirku  Seit nevajadz&tu taisit . M&s atbalstijam

gaitd bija labi redzama ekvilibristika kd cirka , Zongl&jot zemkopibas ministram un BudZeta

uzvedas , es atvainojos , gandriz kd klauns cirka . Nevar ta stradat ! Tapéc saja gadijuma

Words comparatively closest related to the word «state»
from 5th to 12th Saeima term

Topical usage and connotations of the word
«state» — definition in dictionaries and topical
usage in language corpora

Thinking about health
e care and examining par-
liamentary speeches during a
single term, it was established
that the word “ill” is rarely
used for its common meaning,

To research collocation, the results are sorted by the logDice function. It reaches
peak value when all occurrences of the searched word (i.e. «state») in the text are
next to the colocation word , AND all instances of the colocation word are always
next to the searched word.

In other words, a high logDice value means that the searched word and colocation
word form phrases that repeat themselves regularly.

Research employed the method of discourse analysis. Analyzed
language corpora included: RSU Communications faculty and UL
Artificial Intelligence laboratory tools for Saeima session transcript
corpus analysis: http://saeima.korpuss.lv/ un bonito.korpuss.lv/
saeima, as well as Latvian language corpus located at nosketch.

korpuss.lv
Instead — for offensive intona-
o o NI . . i : . . . .
The tOplcal use Of the word «state» in Ian' r. |Sth Saeima|6th Saeima|7th Saeima|8th Saeima|9th Saeima|l0th Saeima|ll1th Saeima|12th Saeima tion (6)
I | government | government | government | government | government | democratic | government revenue °
guage corpora | _
2 budget revenue revenue president language only revenue president
. , , 3 revenue president language our our language president government
Saeima debate corpus (includes all speeches from Saeima ses- t e 0 :
SIONS in Vears 1993p20'(|6) P 4 property our our language president president budZeta democratic Observation: around 10% of the time, the des-
= d 3); 652 f 405 074 (8 550/)f t 5 president president budget prezidente budget government our only CI’IptOI’S III” and “iliness™ are used flguratlvely’ N
oun rom , . ragments i _ i i
’ ? 9 6 our budget budget language language language budget language partlcular meaning bad’ Stupld (data used from
th . . . .
, i , '’ i ,, 7 security budget Latvia budget |Amendments| president control budget 8" Saeima durlng the Process of Implementmg
Latvian language corpus (without ,Saeima” and ,,Normative acts”): = , , , healthcare reform)
o R ministrs Baltic Baltic language control forest pension control
Found 10,580 (1,888 per million) fragments = , : , , _ i
Q reformu minister control democratic president pension Union president Typlcal phrases:
10 budget control Union budget budget government language government O - PR
o o __ o 0 og o . _ _ ur society is il
selecltlon prlnCIple Identlfylng mOSt common 11 president ministry president only revenue president Baltic president Mr Kalvitis thinks that it’ " " g
WOI'CI COmbinatiOns With the WOI'CI «state» in 12 forest About stock Union About secured Latvia secret N B (\j/ItIS;[j Inks that it's an illness that needs to
e endure
13 1oe x et e . ik - .
Ianguage carpora budget secret president security only budget official pension B
14 Baltic minister security Baltic pension budget About security lll political system
. . . 15 1 e 1 ' 1 1oe 1
Frequency of word combinations viewed: About security budget social Amendment revenue social budget Il reaction
. : : 16 di | I Latvi d ti Balti thers budge , . : .
B by the frequency of numerical use (colocations) excluding punc- = TERST | RRER e == s Tk | don’t know what illness is spreading here that
. . . . : 17 Latvi Latvi forest trol social budget 1al fficial ) : .
tuation, predllectlon and COﬂJUﬂCtIOﬂS; atvia atvia ores contro socia yudge socia officia you can t even write a document I’Ight
. . . 13 (F o1 o a3 oo s e
B one word to the rlght, one to the Ieft, in all cases and conjuga- company budget president pension budget border control control That is an ill idea
HONS 19 minister minister About budget Latvia control probation About .
20 other from pension revenue civilservice our Amendments Baltic Don’t allow the same illness from which the
M Is the state a big mother or a policeman who interferes with whole government is suftering.
the self-declared feelings of a person? Conclusions That is an illness that is not just an individual

-llze Vinkele Vienotiba 09/15/2016 regular session

B Your comparison with a family where the state is a parent and
merchants are the children who are quite unwise and who grow
up and thrive when the state - the parents - cares for them and
protects them from acting unreasonably, of course, is beautiful
(--)
-Lolita Cigane, Vienotiba, 10-15-2015 regular session

B The Latvian state has been careful enough like a caring owner

-Andrejs Elksnins, Saskana, 13/11/2014 regular session

B Within the framework of this pilot study it was found that politicians in their

speeches deviate from the definition of state, verbalizing it as an alienated, auton-

omous entity.
B The most commonly used vocabulary in relation to the word «state» leads to be-
lieve that both citizens and politicians expect strict management (also financial)

from the «state». It is implemented with the help of an acceptable symbol (“presi-
dent”), and in it the communication takes place in a defined language, and lastly —

which is particularly relevant — being tied to while not being responsible (“our”).

B Comparisons found in 12th Saeima transcripts show a desire to see the country as

«parent» «<mother» or «xowners.
B Although in the topical use of the word «state» it does not frequently form a
phrase together with the word «welfare», the expectations of the state as the
«caregiversy» (parents, host, fund manager, or fair distributor of shares) espacially
in the speeches of politicans, can be communicative about the aforementioned
signs of a welfare state crisis.

case but is common to the whole Saiema.
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